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side of the portiere. Huntly, Athol, and Bothwell, the latter of whom is to play a prominent part in the sequel, were supping together in another part of the palace, when they heard shouting and the clash of weapons. They rushed with all haste in the direction of the sound, and Athol, who went first, stumbled over the body of Rizzio, which lay at the top of the stairway. They had no idea who it was, but supposed, when they saw that a man had been murdered, that there was some plot against the King and Queen, and drew their swords to force the door, which was guarded by Morton. But as soon as Darnley saw how the land lay, he hurried from the cabinet, followed by Ruthven, and showed himself to the newcomers.
" My Lords," he said, " the Queen's person and my own are in no danger, and nothing has been done here except by our orders. Be good enough to withdraw; you will be fxilly informed when the time comes."
He raised Bizzio's head by the hair, while the bastard of Douglas held a torch to the face so that it might be recognized.
" You see who this is," said Darnley," is it worth your while to make trouble for yourselves on his account?"
As soon as Huntly, Athol and Bothwell recognized the musician-minister, they sheathed their swords, saluted the King, and retired.
Mary loft the room with no thought in her heart save vengeance. But she realized that she could not wreak vengeance on her husband and his accomplices all at one time; so she called into play all the fascination of her mi and beauty to draw the King away from the others, It was no difficult task, for when the brutal passion, which often carried Darnley beyond all bounds, had time to cool down* he was himself terrified at the foul deed